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Axis Invasions and Japanese Offensives in the Pacific
Section A: Axis invasion of the Soviet Union
	The invasion of the Soviet Union by the axis powers was done on Sunday 22/6/1941 in the world war two. This operation was coded the Operation Barbarossa and it originated from the Nazi party of Germany’s political and ideological aims for full control of the Western Union which could also be repopulated by the Germans. Besides, the Germans would also acquire slave labor and be for the better administration of the territories. Moreover, the axis powers would be able to acquire the oil reserves of the Caucasian and the agricultural fields which were very productive located in the Soviet territories (Megargee, 2000).
	The birth of the plan could be traced as far as two years before when Germany and the Soviet Union signed economic and political treaties indicating the strategic purposes. However, German High Command officer was authorized by Adolf Hitler to plan the invasion of the Soviet Union which was by the coded Operation Otto in July of 1940 (Fritz, 2014). If the Germans were able to invade and obtain victory over the Soviet Union, it would be a turning point and most probably the beginning of their victory. Therefore, the largest force of invasion in history which comprised of 3 million soldiers marched for the attack. 600, 000 motor vehicle and more than 650, 000 horses were included in the operation (Stahel, 2015).
	The German forces were obtaining victory in the first stages of the invasion and even managed to occupy most some of the most productive areas in Ukraine. Then overconfident Germany further went for more battles like the battle of Moscow which it lost to the Soviet Winter Counteroffensive. The operation Barbarossa was weakened with the Red army Wehrmacht’s war of attrition which Germany was unprepared for. Adolf Hitler tried to call for other operations such as Operation Citadel, but they failed to lead to their defeat (Megargee, 2000).
Section two: Japanese offensives in the Pacific/Asia
[bookmark: _GoBack]	The Japanese offensive in the Pacific Ocean composed of Pacific War which was also known as Asian-Pacific War and was fought in Pacific and Asia. The Pacific war was world war two theatre and was fought in vast areas which entailed Pacific Ocean including its Islands, China and southwest Pacific and South East Asia (Goldberg, 2014). Japanese obtained a lot of advantages and benefits from the series of attacks it conducted in the above areas.
	Firstly, Japanese offensives were planned in a well-devised war strategy which was mainly aimed at the Dutch, British and the Americans possessions in the Southeast Asia and the Pacific Ocean areas. There was a war draft that was developed the Navy General Staff aided by the Chiefs of the Army and submitted to the Imperial General in September 1941 (Drea, 2016). The sworn enemies that were drafted in the draft were the Russia, France and the United States. The plan was for one Navy to stand against Russia, another against the United States and the last against France but this plan was revised after the withdrawal of France from the list in 1936.
	Japanese offensive in the Southeast Asian attacked Pearl Harbor and took the United States by surprise after which this victory made Japanese unstoppable for almost and year that followed (Drea, 2001). Other attacks that Japan planned were very successful and by 1942, Japan had conquered a lot of territories such as Thailand, Malaysia, Philippines and others. Japanese offensive of the china in Hong Kong on December 8th of 1941, invaded and conquered Hong Kong by 1941 Christmas. Japan further attacked territories like the peninsula, Singapore, Thailand and Burma even performed a series of attacks on Australia and captured them. It took the damage of nuclear bombs that were dropped at the Japanese Islands that the Japanese surrendered (Record, 2009).
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